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D -an The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the indicia of priority is a bid price.- 

-41. rhe GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the indicia of priority is an ask price.- 

--42. The trUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are characters 
identifying a respective one of the digital information blocks.- 



-43. The GUI akrecited in Claim 42, wherein statistical measures regarding the indicia of 
priority are displayed for Ml users on the GUL- 

-44. The GUI as reefed in Claim 43, wherein at least one of the statistical measures is 
represented graphically. - 

6 3^7 The GUI as recited in Claim 44, wherein: 

the atWst one of the statistical measures is represented graphically as a bar graph; and 
the mediah^f the at least one statistical measures is graphically represented on the bar graph 
as a line.- 

/AO cftctr 

-46. The GUI as rebited in Claim 45, wherein the time derivative of the median is 
graphically represented as an arrdw attached to the line representing the mean.- flf 

. The GUI as recited in Claim 45, wherein: 
at leak one of the statistic measures is represented graphically; and 
the corresponding of the at least one of the user-specific statistical measures is represented 
by symbols proximate to the graphically represented statistical measures.- 
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The GUI as recited in Claim 43, wherein user-specific statistical measures 
\ /C2 — 
corresponding^ the indicia of priority established by a respective one of the uses i s presented by 

the GUI for only tft^t respective one of the users.-- 

Z) u D »" / __4o The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the total number of users viewing the GUI is 
enumerated suid displayed by the GUI.— 

-50. The^GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the totrfnu^^ executed over 

a specified time pefl[od is displayed by the GUI.— 

-51. The GUI ak recited in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are hash marks, each 
hash mark being directly associated to a respective digital information block.— 

-52. The GUI as reciteci in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are ordered in queues, 
each indicator in a queue having the same indicia of priority. - 

-53. The GUI as recited in Claim 52, wherein within a given queue, the graphic indicators 
are ordered according to the time they were received. ~ 

-54. The GUI as recited in Claim 52Wherein within a given queue, the graphic indicators 
are, in addition, ordered according to additional information contained in the digital information 
blocks.- 

N . aJm- 

£MC)S>k>/ _W jj ie GUI ^ reC j te( j j n claim 39^ wherein the graphic indicators ar e active computer 
links to a sequence of computer instructions.— 
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S0G> t: I'!) Y-56. The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicator generated by a respective 
user is "Highlighted" when the user opens the GUI.- 

--57. The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein: 
substantially all of the GUI is visible to all users; and 

the GUI presents user-specific information on to the user generating a respective one of the 
digital information blocks.-- 

-58. The GUI a^ecited in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are Document Control 
Numbers.-- 



-59. The GUI as recitdd in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are file names.- 

- 

5^63>I*Y "^P- 7116 GUI 38 recited in Claim 39 ' wherein me 2™^* indicators are active linksto the 
associated drgital information blocks.- 

3J>fc ZA] "\ • The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are reordered as digital 
iriformatior^blocks are added and removed.-- 

-62. The&UI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the user can change the indicia of priority of 
the associated digital information block.— 

-63. The GUI a\recited in Claim 39, wherein the user can remove a respective digital 
information block.— 
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&® / .V The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the graphic indicators are_direc t computer 
links to a burfe memory containing the associated digital information block.- 

. The GUI as recited in Claim 39, wherein the ^aphjcJndigi i tni y ^ e . s e^nT^nls^la 
barinabarVap h, each segment being directly associated with a respective digital information 
block. ~ 

50fc 3^7 ^ GUI ^ recited m Claim 65 ' wherein statistical quantities associated wM_Biebar. 
graph are.dispJayed for all users on the GUI.- 



it 



^jfi tl^I-fa The GUI as recited in Claim 66, wherein at least one of the statistical measures is 
represented graphically.- 

5$ ^ -^8. The GUI as fajitfe in Claim 67, wherein the at least one of the statistical measures 
is the m^ gfjhe_barg raph, w hich mean is represented graphically on the bar graph as a line.- 

-69. The GUI as recited in Claim 68, wherein the time derivative of the mean is 
graphically represented^ the bar graph as an arrow attached to the line representing the mean.- 

Sv& ^^Lto, a graphic user interface (GUI) instantiated by computer software, the GUI representing 
a self-organizing marketplace for exchange of a selected type of one of goods and services between 
buyers and sellers, comprising digital information blocks generated by a plurality of respective users, 
wherein: \ 

the GUI employs graphic indicators to represent offers between the buyers and the sellers; 



-5- 



U.S. SERIAL NO. 09/439,343 „ /A™T APPLICATION 

THIRD PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 

: GUI displays a set of first graphic indicators representing offers to buy, the offers being 
generate\by a plurality of first users, in an order established by the first users, each of the offers 
having an associated bid price; and 

the GUI displays a set of second graphic indicators representing offers to sell, the offers 
being generate\by a plurality of second users, in an order established by the second users, each of 
the offers havingVn associated ask price, 

whereby th\ GUI displays the graphic indicators for all offers to buy and sell to thereby 
permit all of the userVto visualize the marketplace.- 

-71. The GUI asVecited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators correspond to one of 
the bid price and the ask pr^ce- 

-72. The GUI as recited in Claim 71, wherein the graphic indicators further comprise 
information extracted from the digital information blocks- 

-73. The GUI as recited inVlaim 72, wherein the information extracted from the digital 
information blocks further defines the\one of the bid price and the ask price.- 



-74. The GUI as recited in ClaV 70, wherein the GUI presents statistical information 
corresponding to at least one of all bid pricVs and all ask prices.- 

-75. The GUI as recited in Claim l\ wherein the statistical information is represented 
graphically. - 



-6- 



4. 



4 



U.S. SERIAL NO. 09/439,343 PATENT APPLICATION 

THIRD PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 

«7\The GUI as recited in Claim 74, wherein the graphically represented statistical 
information includes a symbol identifying one of the bid price and the ask price for each respective 
one of the first and the second users.-- 

--77. The GM as recited in Claim 76, wherein the GUI displays the graphically represented 
statistical informatioAan d arithmetic calculaji ras-based on the statistical information.- 

5liB 3>15? The GUI as recited in Claim 75, wherein a selected one of the arithmetic calculation^ 



is presented \ly to a corresponding one of the first and second users- 




S\J& ~T\ The GUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the total number of the first and second users 
viewing the GUI is presented by the GUI.~ 

-80. The\ui as recited in Claim 70, wherein the total number of transactions executed 
during a predetermined period time is presented by the GUL-- 

-81. The GUI asVecited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are hash mark s, each 
hash mark being directly associated to a respective digital information block.-- 



-82. The GUI as recite\l in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are ordered in queues, 
each indicator in a queue havingVhe same bid price or ask price.-- 

-83. The GUI as recited in Oaim 77, wherein, within a given one of the queues, the graphic 
indicators are ordered according to theXtime they were received.-- 
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~&4\he GUI as recited in Claim 77, wherein, within a given one of the queues, the graphic 
indicators are sorted based on information extracted from the respective digital information blocks.- 

50& 3)1^7 --^ The GUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are ( actiye^OTripute£ 
links to a sequence of computer instructions.-- 

$0E> -k The GUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicator generated by a respective 
one of the first and second users is identified to that user when the GUI is opened.-- 

--87. The QUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are Document Control 
Numbers.— 

Q/"^ -88. The GUI as\cited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are file names.- 

' 5& 3>"7 The GUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are active links to the 

associated digital information blocks.— 

£3^7 " 9 \ ^ GUI 355 recited in Claim 7 °' wherein me ^ >hic mdicators reordered as digital 
information\locks are added and removed.-- 

-91 . TheXGUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein one of the first and second users can change 
the indicia of priority of the associated digital information block.-- 

-92. The GUI akrecited in Claim 70, wherein one of the first and second users can remove 
the associated digital infoViation block. -- 
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/MA 

Sl(?> \o3. The GUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators are direct computer 

links to a btfSfer memory containing the corresponding digital information blocks .— 

-94. The GUI as recited in Claim 70, wherein the graphic indicators ar e segments ot a 
bar in a bar graph, ea c\ segment being directly associated with a respective digital information 
block. -- 

--95. The GUI as recitedV Claim 94, wherein statistical quantities associated with the baiL 
graph are displayed for all users on the GUI.-- 



-96. The GUI as recited in Claim 95, wherein at least one of the statistical measures is 
represented graphically.-- 

^7 The/M 38 recited in Claim 96 ' wherein the at least one of me statistical measures 
is the ™ g nj4£ harptapb^which mean is represented graphically on the bar graph as a line.- 

-98. The GUr^s recited in Claim 97, wherein me^iie^ii^tixe-of-me-meanis 
graphically represented \tlie bar graph as an arrow attached to the line representing the rnean.- 

~9$sA method of establishing an electronic marketplace using a graphical user interface 
(GUI) linked toa^ommonly accessible buffer memory, the GUI being visible to first, second, and 
third users, and the GUI displaying graphic indicators corresponding to offers to trade, the graphic 

indicators comprising: 

a set of firstjnWtors representing offers to buy, the buy offers being generated by 
a plurality of first users anchtored in the buffer memory in an order established by the first 
users, each of the offers havingan associated bid price, 
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v a set of second indicators representing offers to sell, the sell offers being generated 

\ a plurality of second users and stored in a buffer memory, in an order established by the 
second users, each of the sell offers having an associated ask price; 
whereinK 

each of the buy offers and the sell offers can be accepted by any one of the first, second and third 
users viewing the GUI^- 

-100. A method operating a computer system to establish an electronic marketplace, the 
computer system including a fAcomputer and a plurality of second computers, each of the first and 
second computers including a menW an input device, software, and a display, respectively, each 
of the second computers being opera^l^dyconnected to the first computer by a respective digital 
communications channel, the memory^Sfi^computer storing a plurality of bid and ask offers, 
all of the offers being represented in a graplciJr interface (GUI) where each one of the offers is 
represented by a graphic indicator, me^IILUfa displayed by the respective display of each of the 
second computers so as to be visible to all secondsusers, the method comprising the steps of: 

accepting one of the bid and ask offers by\ncking on the graphic indicator in the GUI 
associated with the respective one of the bid and ask ofW the accepting being performed by one of 
the second users employing a respective second ComputerLand 

conveying the acceptance to the first computer, the first computer blocking all subsequent 
attempts to accept the accepted one of the bid and ask offers.-X 

-101. The method as described in Claim 100, further comprising the step of: 

removing the graphic indicator of the accepted one of the bid and ask offers from the GUL-- 

-102. The method as described in Claim 101, further comprising the step of: 
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